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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Key Transport Consultants Ltd is retained by Hopkins Estates Ltd to provide professional 

transport advice in respect of a site located on the northwest of Charlton Horethorne, Somerset. 

This document is to be submitted with a planning application for development of the site.  

1.2 The proposal at Charlton Horethorne for which planning permission is being sought is for up to 

31 new homes that will be a mixed of private and affordable homes, as well as two commercial 

units and allotments for local residents. This report reviews the transport implications and 

access options for the site in terms of pedestrians, cyclists and vehicular traffic.  

1.3 The structure of this TS report is summarised below: 

�x Section 2  describes the existing conditions of the local transport network within the 
vicinity of the development site; 

�x The proposals for the development site including access, servicing and parking 
arrangements are outlined in Section 3 ; 

�x Section 4  sets out the transport policy context; 

�x The accessibility of the site to local facilities by alternative modes of travel to the private 
car are examined in Section 5 ; 

�x Section 6  provides an assessment of trip generation and likely traffic impacts; 

�x And finally, a summary and conclusions are provided in Section 7 .  
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2. SITE LOCATION AND LOCAL TRANSPORT NETWORK  

2.1 This section provides a summary of the characteristics of the development site including 

location, context, and other relevant transport information relating to the current condition of the 

transport network including collision data. 

Strategic Transport Setting  

2.2 The site, which can be seen in Figure 1 , is currently a field located on the northern side of 

Charlton Horethorne. Figure 2  shows the site in a more local context. The site is a triangular 

shape that is bordered by fields to the north, to the east residential properties and North Road 

and Harvest Lane forms the southwest border.  

2.3 Harvest Lane is a connecting route between North Road and Violet lane which merges into an 

unnamed road. Harvest Lane a single carriageway country lane and subject to national speed 

limits and a 30mph speed limit at the approach the North Road junction.  

2.4 North Road is a two-way single carriageway that is subject to 30mph speed limits. The road 

merges into Blackford Road at the north end of the site and meets the B3145 south of the site. 

Blackford Road runs north for about 230m then splits into Quarry Hill and an unnamed road. 

The B3145 runs northeast through North Cheriton and Lattiford before connecting to the A357 

and south west the B3145 connects to Sherborne. 

Pedestrian  and Cycle  Routes  

2.5 There are limited footways in Charlton Horethorne, as is common in rural settlements, although 

there are a number of rights of way surrounding the village. There are footways on at least one 

side of the road along the B3145 within the main centre of the village. 

2.6 The closest National Cycle Route (NCR) is NCR 26 which is about 4km west of the site, which 

is a 16-minute ride away. The NCR 26 goes north towards Glastonbury and connects to NCR 

3 in Glastonbury. South the NCR 26 goes towards Sherbourne and further towards Yeovil and 

Dorchester. 

Public Transport  

2.7 The closest bus stop, called Kings Arms, is located on North Road by the junction to the B3145, 

south of the site. The stop services one route, the 646 which is a school bus.  
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School Travel  

2.8 From the site visit, secondary school children were observed to be collected by two different 

mini-buses from two locations, presumably for different schools. One stopped at the church 

entrance, close to the primary school, and the other at the Horse Lane junction.  

2.9 Given the catchment area, some primary school pupils are driven to school, with parents 

stopping on the road outside. Residents from the village can walk to the school. It is understood 

that the local authority is looking to employ a school crossing assistant. 

Personal Injury Accident Data  

2.10 Personal Injury Road Traffic Collision data for the period between 2017 and 2021 has been 

reviewed on the local road network. The data has been obtained from Crashmap.co.uk, shown 

on the insert below.  

Insert 1: personal injury record from Crashmap.co.uk  

2.11 The results show that there was one collision, causing slight injury in the village. This collision 

involved two cars and in resulted in one casualty and occurred in December 2021. 
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3. DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS  

3.1 The development site is to the north of the village of Charlton Horethorne off Harvest Lane, 

which can be seen in Figures 1  and 2.  

3.2 The proposals are for 31 houses/flats comprising three one-bed flats, one two-bed flats, four 

two-bed houses, 15 three-bed houses , eight four-bed houses and three four-bed/custom build 

plots. Seven of the houses and all of the flats will be affordable, with the layout shown in 

Appendix A. 

3.3 The proposals also include a small commercial unit containing smaller units/offices totalling 

655m2 and eight allotments. 

Parking  

3.4 Most of the houses will have two parking spaces, and most will also have a double-garage.  

3.5 Four parking spaces are provided for allotment users and visitor parking. Whilst the allotments 

would be for local residents, users would still need to drive occasionally when delivering heavier 

items. 

3.6 The commercial units would have 13 separate parking spaces. 

Access Proposals  

3.7 A pedestrian and cycle access is proposed onto North Road, providing the most direct route 

into the village centre for residents, as well as allowing other residents pedestrian access to the 

allotments, commercial building and public open space. 

3.8 The main vehicular access points for the site are onto Harvest Lane. A separate access is 

proposed for commercial units to the residential area, although the two areas would be linked 

by a footway. 

3.9 Visibility splays of 2.4x 43m are proposed in each direction at each access. The existing 30mph 

speed limit ends just south of the site boundary, but would support it being extended past the 

site frontage. A speed survey on Harvest Lane in 2019 showed speeds of 33 and 35mph, so 

already close to the 30mph speed limit. 

3.10 The proposed site access is included as Figure 3. 

3.11 Swept path plots are provided for a refuse lorry turning at the turning heads within the site at 

Appendix B. 
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3.12 Passing places are proposed on Harvest Lane and these are discussed in more detail in Section 

6 but shown on Figure 4. 

Other improvements  

3.13 We have looked at improving the pedestrian route to the school, secondary school stops, 

church and village hall. All of which require crossing the B3145. 

3.14 There is no street lighting within Charlton Horethorne, and following public consultation that 

identified a desire to keep the village unilluminated, we would not propose to introduce it as part 

of this development. 

3.15 Ideally a pedestrian refuge island or controlled crossing would be proposed to allow pedestrians 

to cross the B3145 in two stages. However, despite unlit pedestrian refuges being installed 

elsewhere in the country, Somerset County Council Technical Advice Note 22/20 states that 

�X�Q�F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G�� �F�U�R�V�V�L�Q�J�V�� �³�V�K�D�O�O�� �E�H�� �L�O�O�X�P�L�Q�D�W�H�G�´, and traffic calming features should also be 

illuminated. This contradicts the desire to keep the village unlit. 

3.16 However, we have proposed improvements to an existing crossing location, which has no 

collision history. Whilst this would become an �³uncontrolled crossing� ,́ it is just an improvement 

to an existing uncontrolled crossing location. We would not propose for this existing crossing 

point to be lit. 

3.17 The layout is shown in Figure 5.  The proposals are to introduce a dropped kerb and tactile 

paving on the western side of the B3145 on an existing build-out. 

3.18 On the eastern side, a new build-out would have dropped kerbs and tactile paving to allow 

pedestrian a safe place to wait for a gap in traffic. Bollards would be installed on the island to 

protect it from vehicles. 

3.19 Introducing street lighting into the village would allow for more traditional traffic calming features 

and controlled crossings to be installed. Appendix C shows two separate options for 

improvements if street lighting was accepted. Drawing 0987-005 shows a puffin crossing in the 

location of the proposed crossing improvements. This would provide a safer place to cross for 

more vulnerable users and introduce an element of traffic calming in the villages. 

3.20 Drawing 0987-006 shows a traffic calming option at the school access. At the moment, there is 

no footway on the school side. A proposed build-out would allow pedestrians a safe place to 

wait/land and shortens the crossing distance and therefore time to cross. It would also help to 

reduce traffic speeds on the approach to the village, as northbound traffic would have to give-

way and negotiate the build-out. In traffic capacity terms, it would be no different from what 
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happens now with parked parents/carers cars reducing the carriageway to a single lane 

working. Data from https://www.trafficchoices.co.uk/somerset/traffic-schemes/chicanes.shtml 

states that speeds through the chicane is likely to be 21mph. 
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4. TRANSPORT POLICY CONTEXT  

4.1 This section of the TS summarises the various national, regional and local transport-related 

policies and guidance in the context of the site which must be considered when developing 

suitable development proposals for the site. 

National Policy   

National Planning Policy Framework  

4.2 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published by the Ministry for Housing, 

Communities and Local Government in July 2021. Section 9 of NPPF is titled Promoting 

Sustainable Transport and comprises nine paragraphs that specifically address transport 

issues for plan making and development.  

4.3 The first paragraph of Section 9, numbered paragraph 104, sets out the main transport 

objectives of the NPPF. It states: 

�µ�7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�� �L�V�V�X�H�V�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�U�O�L�H�V�W�� �V�W�D�J�H�V�� �R�I�� �S�O�D�Q-making and 

development proposals, so that:  

a) the potential impacts of development on transport networks can be addressed;  

b) opportunities from existing or proposed transport infrastructure, and changing transport 

technology and usage, are realised �± for example in relation to the scale, location or 

density of development that can be accommodated;  

c) opportunities to promote walking, cycling and public transport use are identified and 

pursued;  

d) the environmental impacts of traffic and transport infrastructure can be identified, assessed 

and taken into account �± including appropriate opportunities for avoiding and mitigating 

any adverse effects, and for net environmental gains; and  

e) patterns of movement, streets, parking and other transport considerations are integral to 

�W�K�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q���R�I���V�F�K�H�P�H�V�����D�Q�G���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���W�R���P�D�N�L�Q�J���K�L�J�K���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���S�O�D�F�H�V���¶�� 

4.4 Paragraph 105 states: 

�µ�7�K�H�� �S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �V�\�V�W�H�P�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�� �D�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�� �S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V�� �R�I�� �J�U�R�Z�W�K�� �L�Q�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�V�H��

objectives. Significant development should be focused on locations which are or can be 

made sustainable, through limiting the need to travel and offering a genuine choice of 

transport modes. This can help to reduce congestion and emissions, and improve air 

quality and public health. However, opportunities to maximise sustainable transport 

solutions will vary between urban and rural areas, and this should be taken into account in 
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both plan-making and decision-�P�D�N�L�Q�J���¶�� 

4.5 Paragraphs 106 to 109 provide the transport framework for planning policies, so they provide a 

context to plan making but are not directly relevant to development proposals. 

4.6 Paragraph 110 is presented under a sub-�K�H�D�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �¶�&�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�� �S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�V�¶����

Paragraph 110 states that: 

�µ�,�Q���D�V�V�H�V�V�L�Q�J���V�L�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���P�D�\���E�H���D�O�O�R�F�D�W�H�G���I�R�U���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���S�O�D�Q�V�����R�U���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U��

development, it should be ensured that: 

a) appropriate opportunities to promote sustainable transport modes can be �± or have been 

�± taken up, given the type of development and its location;  

b) safe and suitable access to the site can be achieved for all users; 

c)  the design of streets, parking areas, other transport elements and the content of associated 

standards reflects current national guidance, including the National Design Guide and the 

National Model Design Code 46; and 

d) any significant impacts from the development on the transport network (in terms of capacity 

and congestion), or on highway safety, can be cost effectively mitigated to an acceptable 

�G�H�J�U�H�H���¶ 

4.7 Paragraph 111 states: 

Development should only be prevented or refused on highways grounds if there would be 

an unacceptable impact on highway safety, or the residual cumulative impacts on the road 

network would be severe. 

4.8 Paragraph 112 states: 

�µ�:�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�L�V���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�����D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���V�K�R�X�O�G���� 

a) give priority first to pedestrian and cycle movements, both within the scheme and with 

neighbouring areas; and second �± so far as possible �± to facilitating access to high quality 

public transport, with layouts that maximise the catchment area for bus or other public 

transport services, and appropriate facilities that encourage public transport use;  

b) address the needs of people with disabilities and reduced mobility in relation to all modes 

of transport;  

c) create places that are safe, secure and attractive �± which minimise the scope for conflicts 

between pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles, avoid unnecessary street clutter, and respond 

to local character and design standards;  
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d) allow for the efficient delivery of goods, and access by service and emergency vehicles; 

and  

e) be designed to enable charging of plug-in and other ultra-low emission vehicles in safe, 

accessible and convenient locations. 

4.9 Paragraph 113 sets out the requirements for transport documentation to be submitted in support 

of a planning application and reads: 

�µAll developments that will generate significant amounts of movement should be required to 

provide a travel plan, and the application should be supported by a transport statement or 

transport assessment so that the likely impacts of the proposal can be assessed�¶�� 

Planning Practice Guidance  

4.10 The following is noted stating Travel Plans, Transport Assessments and Statements should be: 

�x Proportionate to the size and scope of the proposed development to which they relate 

and build on existing information wherever possible; 

�x Established at the earliest practicable possible stage of a development proposal; 

�x Be tailored to particular local circumstances (other locally-determined factors and 

information beyond those which are set out in this guidance may need to be 

considered in these studies provided there is robust evidence for doing so locally); 

�x Be brought forward through collaborative ongoing working between the local planning 

authority/transport authority, transport operators, rail network operators, highways 

agency where there may be implications for the strategic road network and other 

�U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���E�R�G�L�H�V�«���� 

Local Policy  

4.11 Relevant local transport policy is set down in the Somerset Local Transport Plan and, South 

Somerset Local Plan. 

�6�R�P�H�U�V�H�W�¶�V���)�X�W�X�U�H���7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���3�O�D�Q 
 

4.12 �6�R�P�H�U�V�H�W�¶�V���)�X�W�X�U�H���7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W���3�O�D�Q����������-2026 sets out a long term strategy for helping to deliver 

�W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�H�V��  

4.13 The relevant headline statements of the FTP are that Somerset will: 
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�‡ �µWe will help our communities to help themselves. We will help them to make 

improvements to transport, allow them to shape our work and deliver improvements in 

partnership with other organisations. 

�‡ We will help people make smarter travel choices. We will provide high quality transport 

�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S���µ�7�U�D�Y�H�O���3�O�D�Q�V�¶�� 

�‡ �:�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �K�H�O�S�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �Z�D�O�N�� �D�Q�G�� �F�\�F�O�H�� �W�R�� �6�R�P�H�U�V�H�W�¶�V�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �P�D�N�H�� �W�K�H�� �V�F�K�R�R�O��

transport services we provide more efficient. 

�‡ We will work with partner organisations, for example, by helping drivers and riders to 

improve their skills. 

�‡ We will help people be more active by giving them more opportunities to travel in a 

healthy way, such as by walking or cycling. 

�‡ We will talk to healthcare providers about transport plans, to help make it easier for 

�S�H�R�S�O�H�� �W�R�� �D�F�F�H�V�V�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���� �:�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �K�H�O�S�� �W�R�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�� �µ�R�X�W�� �R�I�� �K�R�X�U�V�¶�� �W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�� �W�R��

healthcare services. 

�‡ We will work to maintain our Rights of Way network and improve the information 

available to help people use them. 

�‡ We will consider how electric vehicles, responsibly sourced biofuels and other new 

technologies could help us meet our goals and challenges. 

�‡ We will work with developers to ensure they take into account the way people travel, 

and how people travel, to access services. 

�‡ We will help improve parking facilities to encourage more sustainable means of travel. 

We will work to improve the management of parking and help plan new developments 

appropriately. 

�‡ We will help hauliers choose the most appropriate routes and work to improve 

communication between communities and the hauliers that serve them. 

�‡ We will do what we can to maintain essential services in the early years of this plan 

and work to improve the way services work together and provide better bus information 

during its later years. 

�‡ We will encourage people to cycle more by helping them to make smarter travel choices 

and get better cycling skills. We will support the provision of appropriate and well 

connected cycling facilities. 

�‡ We will help people make more trips on foot and help people see the benefits of 

walking. 
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�‡ We will work in partnership with the rail industry and other stakeholders to encourage 

more people to travel by train. We will support better services, facilities, integration and 

improvements in the way people see train travel. 

�‡ We will work to better manage the traffic on the roads and improve the most congested 

junctions and routes. We will work with developers to try and make sure new 

�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�V���G�R�Q�¶�W���P�D�N�H���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�R�U�V�H�� 

�‡ We will promote safe and responsible motorcycling by working with our partners to 

deliver our road safety policy and helping to improve parking provision.�¶ 

Somerset County Council Transport Polic ies Schedule of Policies  

4.14 The Somerset County Council Transport Policies Schedule of Policies came into force in April 

2011. Relevant policies are set out in the Schedules of Policies Document dated March 2011 

and include: 

�µSUS 4 Cycling 

We will encourage people to cycle more by helping them to make smarter travel choices and 

get better cycling skills. We will support the provision of appropriate and well connected 

cycling facilities. 

SUS 5 Walking 

We will help people make more trips on foot and help people see the benefits of walking. 

SUS 7 Rail 

We will work in partnership with the rail industry and other stakeholders to encourage more 

people to travel by train. We will support better services, facilities, security, integration and 

improvements in the way people see train travel. 

ECN 2 Sustainable Development 

We will work with developers to ensure they take into account the way people travel, and how 

people travel, to access services. 

HLT 1 Stay Active 

We will help people be more active by giving them more opportunities to travel in a healthy way, 

such as by walking or cycling.�¶ 

Transport and Development March 2011  

4.15 Somerset County Council published the document Transport & Development in March 2011 

�Z�K�L�F�K�� �V�H�W�V�� �R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �&�R�X�Q�W�\�� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V�� �S�R�O�L�F�\�� �D�S�S�U�D�L�V�D�O�V�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �Z�L�O�O�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�� �D�G�Y�L�F�H�� �W�R�� �G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W��

councils, developers and others.  
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�µPolicy HIN 2 Requirement of an Evidence-Based Approach 

An evidence-based approach will be taken to determine the effectiveness of the proposed 

transport interventions for the implementation of the HPC transport/freight strategy. We will 

require the HPC project promoter to adhere to performance criteria in relation to key parts of 

the transport network(18). It should be noted that as such, a transport strategy package of 

measures will be expected to meet this approach, which would include:  

�x Highway improvements, including junction improvements and more strategic network 

improvements identified through the transport assessment process and associated 

evidence base;  

�x Public transport provision, including waiting facilities, support for existing and 

additional services, and priority measures that will ensure public transport journey 

time reliability; 

�x Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) to promote and support the use of public transport 

facilities;  

�x Road Safety Improvements;  

�x Infrastructure needs associated with deploying a Traffic Management Plan;  

�x Pedestrian and cyclist facilities, including those which support the use of public 

transport and support the provision of a high quality public realm;  

�x Motorcycle parking;  

�x Park and Ride facilities if demonstrated as necessary;  

�x Car parking management for the site, associated development and residential areas, 

including clearway provision;  

�x Coach and rail facilities;  

�x Provision and management of water-borne transport; 

�x Highways and bridge strengthening measures;  

�x Transport maintenance packages; and  

�x Transport monitoring strategy to assess effectiveness of measures and identify 

�I�X�U�W�K�H�U���P�L�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�����Z�K�H�U�H���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�\���¶ 

Somerset County Council Parking Strategy March 2013  

4.16 �7�K�H���3�D�U�N�L�Q�J���6�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���V�H�W�V���R�X�W���µ�R�S�W�L�P�X�P�¶���S�D�U�N�L�Q�J���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���I�R�U���Q�H�Z���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���� 
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4.17 For information, the SCC Parking Standards set out the following for optimum parking standards 

for residential development in locations such as Charlton Horethorne, which is in Zone B. The 

standards are as follows: 

�x Cycle Parking �± 1 space per bedroom; 

�x Motorcycle Parking �± 1 space per 5 dwellings or 1 space per 20 car spaces, 

whichever is greater; 

�x Car Parking �±1.5 car spaces per 1 Bedroom, 2 car spaces per 2 Bedroom, 2.5 car 

spaces per 3 Bedroom and 3 car spaces per 4 Bedroom; 

�x Visitor Parking �± none where half of parking is unallocated, or 0.2 spaces per 

dwelling where less than half of parking is unallocated. 

�x Electric Vehicle Charging Points - In all new residential developments, access to 

16 amp electric vehicle charging points will be provided to all dwellings. 

South Somerset Local Plan 2006 - 2028 

4.18 The South Somerset Local Plan was adopted in March 2015. Relevant transport policies are 

provided below. 

4.19 Policy SS2 covers Development in Rural Settlements and states: 

Development in Rural Settlements (not Market Towns or Rural Centres) will be strictly 

controlled and limited to that which:  

�x Provides employment opportunities appropriate to the scale of the settlement; and/or 

�x Creates or enhances community facilities and services to serve the settlement; and/or 

�x Meets identified housing need, particularly for affordable housing.  

Development will be permitted where it is commensurate with the scale and character of the 

settlement, provides for one or more of the types of development above, and increases the 

sustainability of a settlement in general. Proposals should be consistent with relevant 

community led plans, and should generally have the support of the local community following 

robust engagement and consultation. Proposals for housing development should only be 

permitted in Rural Settlements that have access to two or more key services listed at 

Paragraph 5.41. 

4.20 The facilities listed under paragraph 5.41 are: 

�x local convenience shop;  

�x post office;  
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�x pub;  

�x �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���S�O�D�\���D�U�H�D���V�S�R�U�W�V���S�L�W�F�K���� 

�x village hall/community centre;  

�x health centre;  

�x faith facility; and  

�x  primary school. 

4.21 Policy TA1 relates to Low Carbon Travel and states: 

�µPOLICY TA1: LOW CARBON TRAVEL 

 

All new residential and employment developments in South Somerset should, subject to 

general viability: 

i. Provide Travel Information Packs; 

ii. Provide for the charging of electric vehicles with an external charging point of at least 

16 amps adjacent to each parking space and within the curtilage of the site. Such 

charging points should also be provided for garages within the development; 

iii. Provide a Green Travel Voucher for each occupier/employee valid for 1 year for use 

on sustainable transport; 

iv. Provide facilities for cycle parking within the new development commensurate with 

the  levels and standards designated in the SCC cycle parking strategy; 

v. Include Travel Plans (commensurate with Policy TA4); 

vi. Ensure that sustainable transport measures are in place and operational concurrent 

with first occupancy. 

Additionally, developments of all new residential dwellings should: 

vii. Enable ease of working from home by providing a designed in specific work area with 

broadband connections. Where the scale of new residential development or 

employment sites would have an impact on existing public transport planning 

obligations will be sought to: 

viii. Deliver improved public transport connections increasing accessibility through 

enhancements to either existing conventional bus routes or existing Demand 

Responsive Transport schemes or the provision of new services and new bus stops, 

bus timetables and bus shelters. These should be commensurate with the scale of 

the development that enables good on-going connections with the public transport 

network. The developer will be required to enter into a planning obligation in 
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accordance with Policy SS6 to ensure provision of such facilities, which shall be 

provided prior to first occupation of the new development. 

 

Delivery 

The following delivery bodies will be key in implementing Policy TA1: 

�x South Somerset District Council; 

�x Somerset County Council; 

�x Town and Parish Councils; 

�x Developers and Landowners.�¶ 

Monitoring Indicators  Target  

Providing Travel Information Packs  100% of applications with a Travel 

Information Pack 

The provision of charging for electric 

vehicles 

100% of developments to have 1 x 16 

amp charging point per parking space 

The provision of Green Travel 

Vouchers 

The number of Green Travel Vouchers 

issued should equate to the number 

occupiers/employees. Take up should 

be in the region of 20% 

The provision of Travel Plans 

(commensurate with Policy TA4) 

100% delivery of appropriate Travel 

Plans with relevant planning 

applications 

Ensuring that sustainable transport 

measures are in place and operational 

concurrent with first occupancy 

100% sustainable transport measures 

are in place and operational 

concurrent with first occupancy 

Enabling home working in residential 

dwellings 

100% of new dwellings providing a 

designed in specific work area with 

Broadband connections 

Improvements to public transport 100% delivery of appropriate public 

transport improvements with relevant 

planning applications 

 

4.22 Policy TA5 of the proposed submission document states 

�µPOLICY TA5: TRANSPORT IMPACT OF NEW DEVELOPMENT 
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All new development shall be required to address its own transport implications and shall be 

designed to maximise the potential for sustainable transport through: 

i. Safeguarding existing and new transport infrastructure, which is important to an 

efficient and sustainable transport network from development that would prejudice 

their transport use; 

ii. Securing inclusive, safe and convenient access on foot, cycle, and by public and 

private transport that addresses the needs of all; 

iii. Ensuring that the expected nature and volume of traffic and parked vehicles 

generated by the development would not have a detrimental impact on the character 

or amenity of the area and would not compromise the safety and/or function of the 

local or strategic road networks in terms of both volume and type of traffic generated; 

iv. Ensuring that proposals, which specifically require a location with direct access to the 

strategic road network due to the volumes and quality of traffic generated, are well 

located on these networks. There is a presumption against direct access from the 

strategic road network. Exemptions will only be made where the type of development 

is such that it requires a high order (of route hierarchy) route location, such as 

roadside service stations or freight transfer facilities; 

v. Assessing the transport impact of development and ensuring delivery of the 

necessary transport infrastructure for the proposal and requiring larger schemes to 

prepare Transport Assessments. 

vi. Requiring car parking and vehicle servicing at levels appropriate to the development 

and its location, in accordance with the approved/adopted standards identified in 

Policy TA6. 

 Delivery 

The following delivery bodies will be key in implementing Policy TA4: 

�x South Somerset District Council; 

�x Somerset County Council; 

�x Town and Parish Councils; 

�x Developers and Landowners. 

Monitoring Indicators  Target  

Delivery of appropriate access for 

new development. 

100% endorsement of planning 

applications by Highways Authority 

(Subject to mitigating 

circumstances). 
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5. ACCESSIBILITY TO LOCAL SERVICES AND FACILITIES 

5.1 This section considers accessibility by alternative modes from the development site to jobs, 

shops, education and services. 

5.2 The National Travel Survey (NTS): 2021, published in August 2022, provides details of trips per 

person per year. Data is summarised in Table 5.1  below.  

5.3 It is advised that the 2021 NTS survey fieldwork continued to be impacted by coronavirus 

restrictions thus impacting on the number of surveys conducted. While response rates 

�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���I�U�R�P���������������W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���O�R�Z�H�U���W�K�D�Q���L�Q���������������)�X�U�W�K�H�U�P�R�U�H�����µcaution is needed when 

interpreting these results for 2020 and 2021 as they are likely to be less representative of 

r�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���R�I���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G���W�R���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���\�H�D�U�V�¶. The data does however continue to show 

general trends in use of modes.   

 

5.4 The data still provides evidence of the relationship between distance and probability of use of 

different modes of transport. The analysis shows that walking is the dominant mode for trips 

under 1.6km (81.88%). 

5.5 For distances over 1.6km but less than 3.2km, use of a car is the most popular mode of travel 

(52.17% for car driver and passenger), while walking is the second most popular mode, chosen 

by over a third (40.43%).  

5.6 For all journeys, use of bus and train is still lower that pre-pandemic levels while active modes 

(walking and cycling) generally remain higher. Generally, car use is also slightly lower than pre-

pandemic levels but an increase from the 2020 survey.  

Pedestrian and Cycle Facilities  

5.7 Pedestrian facilities in Charlton Horethorne are limited, as is common in many rural settlements 

with low traffic speeds and flows. There is a footway along the east side of the B3145 within the 

Table 5.1: Proportion of Total Trips by Mode and Distance  

Modal Split by Distance  

Distance  Car Driver  
Car 

Passenger  
Bus  Train  Walk  Cycle  Other  

0 - 1.6km 11.21% 5.82% 0.24% 0.00% 81.88% 0.61% 0.25% 

1.6 - 3.2km 34.43% 17.74% 2.54% 0.03% 40.43% 3.10% 1.73% 

3.2 �± 8km 52.29% 26.70% 6.83% 0.17% 7.65% 2.82% 3.54% 

All Journeys  39.60% 19.54% 3.51% 1.48% 31.02% 1.98% 2.87% 
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main area of the village, between opposite the Primary School and Village Hall.  

5.8 All the roads are tarmacked and level in the village and suitable for cyclists. The closest National 

Cycle Route is the NCR 26 that is a 16 minute cycle ride, about 4km west of the site. The NCR 

26 goes north towards Glastonbury and connects to NCR 3 in Glastonbury and south the NCR 

26 goes towards Sherbourne and further towards Yeovil and Dorcester. 

Public Transport  Facilities  

5.9 In the village centre there is a bus stop that serves the school route 646 for Strode College and 

Pitcombe Bruton School.  

Access to Facilities  

5.10 Local facilities are shown on Figure 2 . Facilities in the village include Charlton Horethrone 

Church of England Primary School, Charlton Horethrone Village Hall, The Kings Arms Hotel 

and Pub and Charlton Horethrone Village Shop. The shop is open from 08:00 to 17:00 Monday 

to Friday, 08:00 to 13:00 on Saturdays and 09:00 to 12:00 on Sundays, and serves fresh 

produce as well as serving coffee and hot drinks.1 �7�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���W�K�H���6�W���3�H�W�H�U���	���6�W���3�D�X�O�¶�V���&�K�X�U�F�K��

to the south, just over 650m walk from the site, and Charlton Croquet Club, just south of the 

primary school. 

5.11 �7�K�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���D���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���S�O�D�\���D�U�H�D�����D�Q�G���D�V���Q�R�W�H�G���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\���D�O�O�R�W�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U��

local residents.  

5.12 These are all well within a reasonable walk from the site, with the play area and allotments 

within the site. 

5.13 The pedestrian route from the site to local facilities for some residents could be via the 

pedestrian access onto North Road. North Road is wider than Harvest Lane and has more 

residential properties facing onto it, offering passive surveillance. The route from the site via 

Harvest Lane benefits from a footway along part of the site frontage and passing places further 

along. 

5.14 �5�R�D�G�V���L�Q���U�X�U�D�O���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I�W�H�Q���G�R�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���I�R�R�W�Z�D�\�V���R�U���O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�U�H���W�\�S�L�F�D�O���Z�L�W�K���P�D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U��

settlements in the area. Residents are generally prepared and carry a torch when necessary. 

Summary  

5.15 The site lies within easy reach of a range of services and facilities by a range of means of 

transport including walking and cycling. The primary school is within walking distance, and there 

 
1 https://www.instagram.com/chvillageshop/  
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is a bus service to secondary schools. 

5.16 As set out earlier Policy SS2 of the Local Plan defines that in rural communities development 

will only be allowed if access to at least 2 services/facilities is available. In the case of Charlton 

Horethorne, and this application site specifically, there is access to 6 out of the 8 facilities listed 

which means the proposals meet favorably with this accessibility element of policy SS2. 
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6. TRAFFIC IMPACT 

6.1 This section considers the likely impact of traffic associated with the proposed development on 

the local road network. The proposed development is for 31 residential dwellings of mixed 

private and affordable housing and two small commercial units. 

Existing Flows  

6.2 An automatic traffic count was installed for the week commencing 4th June 2019, and the output 

is included as Appendix D. 

6.3 As expected, traffic flows on Harvest Lane were low, with a two-way 5-day average peak hour 

flows of just 3 in the morning peak and 4 in the evening peak hour. This highest two-way peak-

hour flow over the entire week was 9 vehicles on a Tuesday evening, or roughly one every 

seven minutes. 

Trip Generation  

6.4 The TRICS database was used to estimate average trip rates for proposed use of the site. To 

avoid sites with different characteristics some sites were omitted from the assessment, such as 

sites in London and the Republic of Ireland. Surveys have been selected from the TRICS 7.9.4 

category 03/M Mixed Private/Affordable Housing for the proposed use, using weekday surveys 

of development in neighbourhood centre sites under the subcategory of villages. To retain a 

sufficient number of sites, the range was set to between 0 and 100 units. 

6.5 For 03/M Mixed Private/Affordable Housing, eight comparison sites were identified which is 

considered adequate to provide a robust average trip rate. Table 6.1 below sets out the morning 

and evening peak hour trip rates for the proposed residential use. The TRICS output is provided 

as Appendix E. 

Table 6.1: TRICS Weekday Residential Vehicle Trip Rates �± per Dwelling  
Time Period  Arrivals  Departures  Two Way  
08:00 �± 09:00 0.150 0.362 0.512 
17:00 �± 18:00 0.333 0.162 0.495 

6.6 On the basis of these trip rates the proposed development of 31 dwellings would generate the 

morning and evening peak hour trips shown in Table 6.2 . 

Table 6.2: TRICS Weekday Residential Vehicle Trips �± 31 dwellings  
Time Period  Arrivals  Departures  Two Way  
08:00 �± 09:00 5 11 16 
17:00 �± 18:00 10 5 15 

 

6.7 A similar exercise was undertaken for the commercial unit, and as a worst case, office use was 
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chosen as it represents a worst case for traffic generation within E(g) use classes 

Table 6.3: TRICS Weekday Commercial Vehicle Trip Rates �± per 100m2 
Time Period  Arrivals  Departures  Two Way  
08:00 �± 09:00 1.338 0.091 1.429 
17:00 �± 18:00 0.060 1.357 1.417 

 

Table 6.4: TRICS Weekday Commercial Vehicle Trips �±  
Time Period  Arrivals  Departures  Two Way  
08:00 �± 09:00 9 1 10 
17:00 �± 18:00 0 9 9 

 

Table 6.5: Total vehicle trips  
Time Period  Arrivals  Departures  Two Way  
08:00 �± 09:00 14 12 25 
17:00 �± 18:00 11 14 25 

 

6.8 It can be seen from Table 6 .5 above that the proposed development would generate an 

increase of 25 two-way movements in both the morning peak and evening peak hours. Such 

flows average out at less than one vehicle evert two minutes, so would have very little impact 

on the road network. 

Shuttle Working  

6.9 To the south of the site, Harvest Lane is narrow allowing only single-way traffic. Along the site 

frontage, Harvest Lane is widened to 5m, enough room to allow a lorry to pass a car on a 

straight alignment. 

6.10 The proposals are to widen the road within public highway to provide passing places for two 

cars to pass. These are shown on Figure 4. The first passing place is some 30m from the 

junction of Harvest Lane and North Road and requires only minor widening into the verge. 

6.11 The next passing point is some 120m further along Harvest Lane. 

6.12 Then just over 60m to the site frontage where the road will be widened to allow two cars to 

pass. 

6.13 It should be noted that sections of the private drives with access onto Harvest Lane are within 

adopted highway and can also be used for passing places. 

6.14 In order to model the impact on vehicles, a simple Junctions 10 model was constructed in order 

to assess any potential delay on vehicles. The distance between the two furthest passing points 

is some 120m. At a speed of 15mph (to allow for accelerating from stopped), would take some 
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18 seconds to traverse. 

6.15 The morning peak was modelled, as the evening peak hour is broadly.  

6.16 Four vehicles have been added to the proposed flows, which is double the existing flows. 

6.17 The modelling shows no queues formed  on Harvest Lane (queue is 0.1 cars long), and the 

maximum delay of around 8 seconds. The model is included as Appendix F. 

6.18 The passing places would also be of use pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders passing other 

vehicles, although as shown above, two-way flows are in the region of less than one car every 

2 minutes, so there would be few conflicts. 

Construction Traffic  

6.19 Construction traffic flows will depend on build-rates and construction methods. Once a 

contractor, build method and programme has been decided, a Construction Traffic 

Management Plan will be produced and agreed with the local authority. 

6.20 This will set out construction traffic routes, delivery times and dates, and any procedure required 

for larger deliveries if required. Suppliers would be advised of the time restrictions for deliveries 

and asked to use the smallest vehicle if possible. 

6.21 It is assumed that HGV flows would be around 5-7 lorries a day, of varying sizes, but would 

depend on build-out rates. 

6.22 The initial plans are to direct all HGV traffic via Sigwells Road, as shown on Figure 6. The route 

form Harvest Lane to Sigwells Road is narrow, but has passing places, and is used for farm 

machinery such as combine harvesters, and as well as being the construction traffic route for 

the recent Gunville development on the corner of Violet Lane and Green Lane. The route is 

shown on Figure 6. 

6.23 Deliveries to the site would be timed to avoid 08:30 �± 09:15 and 15:00 to 15:45 to avoid primary 

school children walking/cycling to school. 

6.24 Local farmers and the parish council will be contracted to determine if there are days to avoid 

deliveries, such as harvest times, village events etc.  
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7. CONCLUSIONS 

7.1 The proposed development at Charlton Horethorne 31 dwellings and two small commercial 

units. 

7.2 Access to the site would be via Harvest Lane. Improvements along Harvest Lane would see 

passing points constructed. Pedestrian and cycle access will also be available via North Road. 

7.3 The traffic generated by the development would be in the order of one vehicle every two minutes 

in the peak hours and would have no effect on the road network. 

7.4 To improve pedestrian accessibility for both new and existing residents, an improved crossing 

of the B3145 is proposed. 

7.5 Analysis of accident data does not indicate any particular safety issues in the area. 

7.6 The site lies within easy reach of the village shop, pub, village hall, play area, church and 

primary school. 

7.7 It is considered that development would comply with national and local transport policy and that 

there is no transport reason why the planning application should not be granted permission. 
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